
END OF TERM REPORT!  

2025 

An Account Of Some Activities During The Year 



2025 has been an interesting year...  

This the 41st Annual ñEnd of Termò Report brings a whole variety of news and 

action. We have finished building and are now using our new fishing lodge,  

Claire Wilson has now joined us as our Youth and Families Liaison Officer. We 

started the year by saying our River and Nature Reserve were the wettest we 

had ever seen them.  By June we were saying they were the driest we had ever 

seen them! The summer was so dry we had to  feed our flock of sheep through-

out the summer and into October,  there simply was no grass. 

 

Finances have been much the same. We had a very generous donation in       

January but as I write this towards the end of the year in real terms we are some-

thing like Ã100.000 down on our normal income and we have been very reliant 

on our reserves which are now looking very sad. 

 

We continue to experience an ever increasing demand for our services and as 

the children become ever more autonomous so it becomes ever more difficult 

to persuade them to accept our guidance.  It feels to me  (though I haven't done 

any research on it) that something like 80% of our children now come to us 

with a diagnosis of ADHD and I have to say it is less than helpful! Social    

Services are more stretched than I have ever seen them and the various Educa-

tion Departments are claiming óno fundingô for anything that might resolve the 

childrenôs problems in a common sense manner.  Something seems to be brewing, of what I am not quite sure. On 

the bright side however what makes it all worth while is seeing the many success stories that come from our inter-

ventions and the changed lives we witness as children experience success and start to learn how to live in this 

world in a positive and contributing manner, 

 

 ..changing the worldé one child at a time 

 

 

 

 

Doug Hulme  

Chief Executive  

December 2025  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover Picture... April 2025 newly born 

twin lambs. When the children       

observe this there is a myriad of     

lessons to be learned. Not least when 

the comment ôthatõs what your mother 

went through to have youõ is passed 

on! 

Launching our Finnish boat at the beginning of the season, Thank 

you to Youko Kotola for his maintenance and the family for their             

assistance, what would we do without you?  



So much activity é 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Here comes a ton of photographs and captions that relay just a little of some of the activities and the 

children that have enjoyed them.  

Late night camping - quite an experience 

for the town dwellers!  ôCamaraderieõ round a camp fire. Something of an     

antidote to the anti social learned behaviour of the 

streets. 

Our impromptu band plays carols at our local Park Gate 

Shopping Precinct to raise funds and spread the word.  

Claire, our new Youth and Families          

Liaison Worker  

A bit of team 

bonding in the 

middle of our  

very own River 

Meon, a chalk 

stream.    

A wonderful      

resource - when 

itõs wet!! 

ôSuccessõ and a bit of tuition from one of 

our volunteers.  



Wikipedia still asking? é 

We asked this same question in the last newsletter but we were thinking we could have an entry in 

Wikipedia for the Charity. We tried once a few years ago ourselves but they donõt like it if you 

write about yourself - any experienced Wiki moderators out there that could write a submission for 

us? Weõve got loads of content you could use? 

Success! It often changes a 

whole life.  

This young man made these cakes at home with his 

foster carer and brought them in to celebrate a 

birthday of a newly found friend at Second Chance.  

For some it might be 

the first real taste of 

success in their life!  

Biology, science, nature, lifeé call it what you will but hatch-

ing eggs out is an amazing lesson for these urban dwelling 

young people.  

Chicks above, ducklings to the left.  

To someone who thought eggs were manufactured for 

Tesco's, itõs a  revelation! 

Action shots!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work Partiesé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We rely heavily on volunteer labour. The children still think theyõve done it all and feel ownership of 

the results and take pride in the ôhard workõ but in reality itõs the adult volunteers that have done the 

ôhardõ bit! We are ever grateful for the work parties that come from various companies and               

organisations to spend the day with us.  Long may it continue - we couldn't manage without you.  

ôGeoffõ the duck happened to have the good fortune 

of being the only successful hatching in one batch so 

he is now a celebrity and thinks he really is ôGeoffõé 

itõs another of life's varied experiences that our      

children would probably never encounter without us.  

Zurich Insurance Work Party clearing our 

shop area ready for the youngsters to sell the 

plants they have grown.   

A Working Party from Specsavers planting bulbs in 

our nature reserve. Our resident bees will appreciate 

their efforts in the spring!  


